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1. INTRODUCTION

1.1 BACKGROUND

This screening report is designed to determine whether or not the content of the draft Hallow
Neighbourhood Plan requires a Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) in accordance
with the European Directive 2001/42/EC and associated Environmental Assessment of
Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004.

Whether a Neighbourhood Plan requires a SEA, and if so the level of detail needed, will
depend on what is proposed in the draft Neighbourhood Plan. The National Planning
Practice Guidance (NPPG) states that a SEA may be required, for example, where:

o the Neighbourhood Plan allocates sites for development;

¢ the Neighbourhood Plan Area contains sensitive natural or heritage assets that may
be affected by the proposals in the plan;

e the Neighbourhood Plan may have significant environmental effects that have not
already been considered and dealt with through the SEA of the Local Plan in the
area.

The screening report also examines the potential impact of the draft Hallow Neighbourhood
Plan on internationally designated wildlife sites and determines if the plan requires a
Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA).

When deciding on whether the proposals are likely to have significant effects, the local
authority is required to consult Historic England, Natural England and the Environment
Agency. Where the local planning authority determines that the plan is unlikely to have
significant environmental effects (and, accordingly, does not require an environmental
assessment) it should prepare a statement of its reasons for the determination.

1.2 DRAFT HALLOW NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN SUMMARY

The Hallow Neighbourhood Plan is essentially a community-led framework for guiding future
development and growth of the parish to the year 2041. Fifteen draft policies have been
proposed, focusing on topics including Natural Environment and Rural Character, Housing,
Community and Recreational Facilities, Built Facilities, Transport and Infrastructure.



1.3 HALLOW DESIGNATED NEIGHBOURHOOD AREA

Figure 1 — Designated Hallow Neighbourhood Area




1.4 DRAFT HALLOW NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN POLICY SUMMARIES

Fifteen policies are proposed in the draft Hallow Neighbourhood Plan (HNP); they are

summarised below.

DRAFT POLICY

SUMMARY

HAL1
Landscape and
Biodiversity

Policy HAL1 supports development that is designed so that it
protects or enhances the local landscape.

Development proposals are to be assessed against the following 5
criteria:

a) Impact on the form, relationship, pattern and character of the
neighbourhood areas different settlements;

b) Respect for field systems and other historic boundaries;

c) Whether buildings are sympathetic to key features in the
landscape (e.g. routeways, hedgerows, trees, water features
and watercourses);

d) Whether landscaping (when used) reduces the impact and
softens the appearance of development and helps it to
integrate new development into the surrounding countryside.
Newly planted trees, hedgerows or vegetation to be of native
species and compatible with the surrounding landscape. All
landscaping proposals to include details for their long-term
management and maintenance; and

e) Applicants to demonstrate that inclusion of any lighting
features is necessary. Lighting features to minimise light
pollution to help preserve the neighbourhood area’s dark
skies.

New development, where relevant, to be informed by:
a) Hallow Design Guide (2019); and

b) Worcestershire County Council’s Landscape Character
Assessment Supplementary Guidance.

Design and Access Statements (where prepared) to set out how the
development proposal has taken account of the Hallow Design Guide
and WCC LCA Supplementary Guidance.

HAL?2
Local Green Spaces

Policy HAL2 proposes the designation of 6 Local Green Spaces
(identified on the Proposals Map) on which any development must be
consistent with national Green Belt policy.




DRAFT POLICY

SUMMARY

The proposed Local Green Spaces are:
1. Tinkers Coppice Wood
2. Gravel Pit
3. Old Churchyard
4. Village Green
5. Greenhill Fishing Ponds

6. Woodland, east of Church Lane

HAL3
Important Views

Policy HAL3 seeks to retain 26 important views (shown on the
Policies Map and identified in Table 3).

It is proposed that development proposals affecting the 26 views
should be designed in such a way so as not to have a significant
adverse impact on their visual quality and amenity.

HAL4
Green Infrastructure

Part 1 of Policy HAL4 proposes that all new development proposals
should demonstrate how they maintain green infrastructure in Hallow
(including recreational, ecological, historic and landscape character
functions of natural habitats; drainage and ecological value of the
network of watercourses and features; and recreational function of
existing footpaths, bridleways, public rights of way and publicly
accessible green space).

Part 2 of Policy HAL4 proposes that all new development proposals
should demonstrate how they respond to opportunities to restore
existing green infrastructure.

Part 3 of Policy HAL4 proposes that (where possible and feasible) all
new development proposals should demonstrate how they
incorporate new green infrastructure that creates connections and
links to the existing network of green infrastructure.

Part 4 of Policy HAL4 proposes that any development proposal which
would create new green infrastructure should be accompanied by a
management plan setting out how the green infrastructure will be
managed and maintained.

Development proposals that would disrupt or sever the existing green
infrastructure network would not be supported.

HALS5
Biodiversity

Policy HALS proposes that all new development proposals should
provide a net gain in biodiversity by incorporating the following 4




DRAFT POLICY

SUMMARY

features:

a) Existing wildlife habitats and landscape features (e.g.
woodland, watercourses, unimproved grassland and
orchards) to be retained or created,;

b) Native flora in hedgerows, landscaping and open spaces to
be planted,;

c) Biodiversity-friendly environment to be created (by including
features such as bat boxes, bird boxes, nest cups, and bee
bricks); and

d) Wildlife friendly boundary treatments to be included that
facilitate the movement of species.

Residents of new dwellings to be provided with information on the
biodiversity features integrated into their new home.

HALG6
New Housing
Development in
Hallow Village

Policy HAL6 proposes the allocation of a 2.23 hectare site at Green
Hill Lane, Hallow (identified as Phase 3 on Map 14) for housing.

The allocation would be subject to the following 2 conditions:

A a) Access to be via SWDP site allocation SWDP59zzi; and
b) Easement/buffer to the gas pipeline to be provided on the
south of the site.
HAL7 Part 1 of Policy HAL7 proposes that all new residential development

Housing Needs

proposals of 5 or more units provide a mix of types, sizes and
tenures of housing.

The precise mix of housing to be assessed on a “site by site” basis,
taking account of the requirements of SWDP14 and the most up-to-
date information available on local housing needs. Policy HAL7
proposes that, in particular, the mix should seek to meet the needs of
those seeking their first home and those looking to downsize.

Part 2 of Policy HAL7 proposes that any new affordable housing
should be to meet the needs of people with a strong local connection,
assessed against the MHDC Rural Lettings Policy (or successor
policies).

HALS8
Design

Part 1 of HALS8 proposes that all development proposals should
demonstrate that the design has regard to the Hallow Design Guide,
including the design for windows, materials, boundary treatments and
landscaping.




DRAFT POLICY

SUMMARY

Part 2 of HALS8 proposes that all development proposals should have
a positive impact on health and well-being and should:

a) enhance neighbourhood attractiveness, layout and design;

b) provide opportunities for physical activity, active travel
(walking, cycling, use of public transport);

c) produce buildings and places that are accessible to all, but
pay special attention to the needs of people with disabilities,
older people, children and those with children; and

d) create healthy, safe, physically and visually attractive
environments that promote social interaction, physical activity
and opportunities for food growing.

HAL9 Part 1 of Policy HAL9 resists the loss of 5 existing community
Communities facilities (identified on the Policies Map) unless it can be
Facilities demonstrated that the proposal meets the criteria in SWDP Policy
37B (or its successor).
The 5 community facilities are:
1. Post Office Stores
2. Ladygo stores
3. Parish Hall
4. The Crown Inn
5. Sports and Social Club
Part 2 of Policy HAL9 supports the development of new community
facilities, particularly health facilities, subject to criteria in SWDP
Policy 37A (or its successor) being met.
HAL10 Policy resists the loss of 5 existing recreation facilities (identified on
Recreation the Policies Map) unless it can be demonstrated that the proposal

meets the following 3 criteria:
a) The proposal is for a community/recreational use; or

b) An assessment of need has clearly demonstrated that the
recreation facility is surplus to requirements; or

c) Replacement provision of the recreation facility of at least
equivalent value to the community is provided within the
neighbourhood area.




DRAFT POLICY

SUMMARY

HAL11
Non-Designated
Heritage Assets

Part 1 of Policy HAL11 seeks to nominate 30 non-designated
heritage assets for consideration in the District Council’s Local List
Supplementary Planning Document.

Part 2 of Policy HAL11 proposes that the suitability of development
proposals affecting non-designated heritage assets (including the 30
nominated assets) be assessed be against SWDP 24 (Management
of the Historic Environment) or its successor.

HAL12 Policy HAL12 requires all development proposals in areas shown on
Archaeological maps in the Worcestershire Historic Environment Record (HER) to

Assets conserve or enhance known surface and subsurface archaeology.
Policy HAL12 proposes that a lack of current evidence of surface or
sub-surface archaeology must not be taken as proof of absence and
that any proposals where potential archaeology exists would be
subject to planning condition.

HAL13 Policy HAL13 seeks to preserve or enhance Hallow Conservation

Hallow Conservation | Area (shown on Map 15) and its setting by requiring proposals for
Area new development to adhere to the following 10 principles:

a) Maintain the historic pattern of the built form and open spaces
in the Conservation Area by respecting the historic layouts
associated with the historic, incremental development of
Hallow village;

b) Complement the scale, height and massing of existing historic
development in the context of both the immediate surrounding
area and the wider Conservation Area;

c) Reflect the proportions found in the elevations of traditional
buildings and employ traditional detailing;

d) Retain and employ local detailing and architectural decoration
and other features;

e) Use high-quality local and traditional materials;

f) Include boundary treatments that are appropriate and take
their cue from the best examples of such treatments in the
vicinity of the site;

g) Protect the important views identified in the Hallow
Conservation Area Appraisal and Management Strategy;

h) Retain trees, green spaces and other landscape features;
i) Protect features of ecological and biodiversity value; and

i) Where possible and appropriate, remove and replace
negative features within the Conservation Area that are the
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SUMMARY

product of previous unsympathetic development or

alterations.
HAL14 Policy HAL14 supports sustainable transport (use of public transport,
Sustainable walking and cycling) by encouraging new development to improve
Transport facilities for pedestrians, cyclists and public transport.
Policy HAL14 provides in-principle support for the following 6
transport initiatives:

i. A cycle route on the eastern side of the village. It is proposed
that new development should include a cycle path to link
into this route (where relevant and feasible).

ii. A dedicated on-road cycle route to Worcester.

iii. Enhanced bus transport infrastructure.

iv. Creation of opportunities for shared transport.

v. Improved pedestrian and cycle links to key facilities identified
in the Neighbourhood Plan.

vi. Improvements and new connections to existing Public Rights
of Way (PROW) (Table 7) and the creation of new PROW.

HAL15 Policy HAL15 proposes that all development proposals that generate
Infrastructure the need for additional infrastructure provision will only be supported

when suitable mechanisms (such as planning conditions and
obligations) are put in place to ensure the required infrastructure
provision is implemented within a reasonable timescale.




1.5 STRATEGIC ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT (SEA) PROCESS

The basis for Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) legislation is European Directive
2001/42/EC which was transposed into English law by the Environmental Assessment of
Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004, or SEA Regulations. Detailed guidance on these
Regulations can be found in the Government publication “A Practical Guide to the Strategic
Environmental Assessment Directive” (OPDM 2005).

The SEA process aims to ensure that likely significant environmental effects arising from a
Plan are identified, assessed, mitigated, communicated and monitored, and that
opportunities for public involvement are provided. It enables environmental considerations to
be accounted for in decision-making throughout the production of a Plan in an integrated
manner.

Figure 2 sets out the screening procedure and how a plan should be assessed against the
SEA Directive criteria. This outline procedure has then been applied to the draft Hallow
Neighbourhood Plan in Table 1.
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This diagram is intended as a guide 1o the criteria for application of the Directive to plans and
programmes (PPs). It has no legal status.

1. Is the PP subject to preparation and/or adoption by a
national, regional or local autharity OR prepared by an No to both criteria
authority for adoption through a legislative procedure by
Parfiament or Government? (Art. 2(a))
Yes to either criterion
2. Is the PP required by legisiative, regulatory or No
administrative provisions? (Art. 2(a})
Yes
y
3. Is the PP prepared for agriculture, forestry, fisheries, energy, | Noto |4. Will the PP, in view of its
industry, transport, waste management, water management,|  either Ikely effect on sites,
telecommunications, tourism, town and country planning or | criterion require an assessment
land use, AND does it set a framework for future under Article 6 or 7 of
development consent of projects in Annexes | and |l to the the Habitats Directive?
EIA Directive? (Art. 3.2(a)) (Art. 3.2(b))
Yes to both criteria Yeg l N
6. Does the PP set the
5. Does the PP determine the use of small areas at local level, framework for future
OR is it a minor modification of a PP subject to Art. 3.2 Yes to development consent of No
{Art. 3.3) gither projects (not just projects
criterion in Annexes to the EIA
No to both criteria Directive)? (Art. 3.4)
he PP’s sol ‘ l Yes
7. Ist s sole purpose to serve national defence or civil .
emergency, OR is it a financial or budgst PP, OR is it Yes o Iss l:u:‘ﬁkgnttmteoan the No
co-financed by structural funds or EAGGF programmes e:?vl 7 (A, 3.5
2000 to 2006/77 (Art. 3.8, 3.9) kel St
No to all criteria Yes to any criterion
r v
_ DIRECTIVE DOES NOT
DIRECTIVE REQUIRES SEA REQUIRE SEA )

*The Directive requires Member States to determine whether plans or programmes in this category are likely to
have significant environmental effects, These determinations may be made on a case by case basis and/or
by specifying types of plan or programme.

Figure 2 — Application of the SEA Directive to Plans and Programmes
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Table 1: Assessment of the draft Hallow Neighbourhood Plan using SEA Directive Criteria

Stage Y/N Reason

1. Is the Hallow Neighbourhood This is a Neighbourhood Plan that is being

Plan subject to preparation and/or prepared by a qualifying body the Localism

adoption by a national, regional or Act 2011. If the Plan is passed by means of

local authority OR prepared by an an Examination and Referendum, it will be

authority for adoption through a v formally adopted by the Local Planning

legislative procedure by Parliament Authority. It will then form part of the local

or Government? (Art. 2(a)) development framework and be afforded
significant weight in planning decisions.

2. Is the Hallow Neighbourhood Neighbourhood Plans are not mandatory

Plan required by legislative, requirements, and the Hallow Neighbourhood

regulatory or administrative Plan is being prepared voluntarily by the local

provisions? (Art. 2(a)) qualifying body in line with the provisions of

N the Localism Act. If the Plan is adopted

however it will form part of the statutory
development plan, and it is therefore
considered necessary to answer the following
guestions to determine if an SEA is required.

3. Is the Hallow Neighbourhood The Plan is prepared for town and country

Plan prepared for agriculture, planning and sets out a framework for future

forestry, fisheries, energy, industry, development consent of projects, including

transport, waste management, the allocation of a specific area of land for

water management, development.

telecommunications, tourism, town v

and country planning or land use,

AND does it set a framework for

future development consent of

projects in Annexes | and Il to the

EIA Directive? (Art 3.2(a))

4. Will the Hallow Neighbourhood See Screening Opinion for HRA in Section 3

Plan, in view of its likely effect on of this report.

sites, require an assessment for

future development under Article 6 N

or 7 of the Habitats Directive? (Art.

3.2 (b))

5. Does the Hallow Neighbourhood The Hallow Neighbourhood Plan is made up

Plan determine the use of small of a number of policies which, when adopted,

areas at local level, OR isitaminor | Y [ will form part of the Local Development

modification of a PP subject to Art.
3.2? (Art. 3.3)

Framework and so will have significant
weight in planning decisions.
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6. Does the Hallow Neighbourhood
Plan set the framework for future
development consent of projects
(not just projects in annexes to the
EIA Directive)? (Art 3.4)

When adopted, the Hallow Neighbourhood
Plan will be a statutory planning document. It
will form part of the Local Development
Framework and so will have significant
weight in planning decisions. The
responsibility for issuing development
consent will remain with the Local Authority.

7. Is the Hallow Neighbourhood
Plan’s sole purpose to serve the
national defence or civil
emergency, OR is it a financial or
budget PP, OR is it co-financed by
structural funds or EAGGF
programmes 2000 to 2006/7? (Art
3.8,3.9)

Not Applicable

8. Is it likely to have a significant
effect on the environment? (Art.
3.5)

The Hallow Neighbourhood Plan could
potentially have a significant effect on the
environment, mainly owing to the proposed
housing allocation in Policy HAL6. To
investigate the likelihood of potential impacts
further a case-by-case assessment has been
conducted, the full results of which can be
found in Table 2.

Based upon the initial screening carried out against the criteria in Table 1 above, the draft
Hallow Neighbourhood Plan could potentially have a significant effect on the environment.
To explore these potential effects further, a case-by-case assessment has been conducted.
The criteria used in the undertaking of such an assessment are drawn from Article 3.5
(Annex 1) of the SEA directive, and the results are shown in Table 2.

1.6 HABITATS REGULATIONS ASSESSMENT (HRA) PROCESS

The Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) refers to the assessment required for any plan
or project to assess the potential implications for European wildlife sites. The HRA therefore
looks at whether the implementation of the plan or project would harm the habitats or
species for which European wildlife sites are designated. The relevant European wildlife site
designations are Special Protection Areas (SPAs) and Special Areas of Conservation
(SACs), which together form part of the Natura 2000 network.

In addition to SPAs and SACs, Ramsar sites are also designated areas which, as a matter of
government policy, are to be treated in the same way as European wildlife sites (although
they are not covered by the Habitats Regulations). European wildlife sites and Ramsar sites
are collectively known as internationally designated wildlife sites.

13



The legislation sets out a process to assess the potential implications of a plan on
internationally designated wildlife sites. The first stage of this process is a screening exercise
where the details of nearby internationally designated sites are assessed to see if there is
the potential for the implementation of the plan to have an impact.

14



2. SEA SCREENING

2.1 SEA SCREENING ASSESSMENT

European Directive 2001/42/EC requires a full Strategic Environmental Assessment to be
undertaken for certain types of plans and programmes that would have a significant
environmental effect.

Table 2 below provides the screening determination of the need to carry out a full Strategic
Environmental Assessment for the draft Hallow Neighbourhood Plan. This has been made in
accordance with the Regulations and will be subject to consultation with the strategic
environmental bodies before Malvern Hills District Council makes its determination on the
necessity for a full Strategic Environmental Assessment.

Table 2 — The Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004:
Schedule 1 - Criteria for determining the likely significance of effects on the environment.

Criteria for determining the likely | Likely to have Summary of significant events
significance of effects (SEA significant
Directive, Annex II) environmental
effects?
1(a) the degree to which the draft YES The Hallow Neighbourhood Plan
Hallow Neighbourhood Plan sets a would, if adopted, form part of the
framework for projects and other statutory Development Plan and as
activities, either with regard to the such would contribute to the
location, nature, size and operating framework for future development
conditions or by allocating consent of projects.
resources;
1(b) the degree to which the draft NO Other than an additional housing
Hallow Neighbourhood Plan allocation proposed in the draft
influences other plans and Hallow Neighbourhood Plan, the
programmes including those in a policies are considered to be in
hierarchy; general conformity with the South

Worcestershire Development Plan
(SWDP) , and will be used alongside
this document and any subsequently
adopted review of the SWDP, in the
determination of planning
applications when formally ‘made’

(adopted).
1(c) the relevance of the draft NO The policies of the draft Hallow
Hallow Neighbourhood Plan for the Neighbourhood Plan are not
integration of environmental considered to have a significant
considerations in particular with a impact on the integration of

15




Criteria for determining the likely

Likely to have

Summary of significant events

significance of effects (SEA significant
Directive, Annex Il) environmental
effects?

view to promoting sustainable environmental considerations.

development;

1(d) environmental problems NO The draft Hallow Neighbourhood

relevant to the draft Hallow Plan is more likely to promote

Neighbourhood Plan; environmental sustainability than
create any environmental problems.

1(e) the relevance of the draft NO The policies of the draft Hallow

Hallow Neighbourhood Plan for the Neighbourhood Plan are not

implementation of community considered to be relevant to the

legislation on the environment (for implementation of EC legislation.

example, plans and programmes

linked to waste management and

water protection);

2(a) the probability, duration, NO It is considered unlikely that there

frequency and reversibility of the will be any irreversible damaging

draft Hallow Neighbourhood Plan; environmental impacts associated
with the draft Hallow Neighbourhood
Plan. The plan features policies
which seek to protect and enhance
the natural and built environment,
and the plan is therefore likely to
result in beneficial rather than
damaging effects.

2(b) the cumulative nature of the NO The policies of the draft Hallow

effects of the draft Hallow Neighbourhood Plan are unlikely to

Neighbourhood Plan; have any significant cumulative
negative environmental impacts.

2(c) the transboundary nature of NO The draft Hallow Neighbourhood

effects of the draft Hallow Plan is unlikely to have any

Neighbourhood Plan; significant negative environmental
impacts on adjoining Parishes.

2(d) the risks to human health or the NO It is considered that there will be no

environment (for example, due to additional risk to human health or the

accidents) due to the draft Hallow environment as a result of the draft

Neighbourhood Plan; Hallow Neighbourhood Plan.

2(e) the magnitude and spatial NO The policies of the Neighbourhood

extent of the effects (geographical

Plan apply to the entirety of Hallow

16




Criteria for determining the likely | Likely to have Summary of significant events

significance of effects (SEA significant
Directive, Annex Il) environmental
effects?
area and size of the population likely parish, and are unlikely to
to be affected); significantly affect areas beyond the
Neighbourhood Area boundary.

2(f) the value and vulnerability of the NO The draft Hallow Neighbourhood
area likely to be affected due to: Plan will not have any substantial

() il | impact on these factors.
i) special natura

characteristics or cultural
heritage;

(i) exceeded environmental
guality standards or limit
values; or

(iii) intensive land-use; and

2(g) the effects on areas or NO The policies of the draft Hallow
landscapes which have a Neighbourhood Plan are unlikely to
recognised national, community or have a negative impact on any
international protection status. environmental designations in the

Neighbourhood Area.

2.2 SEA SCREENING OPINION

Table 2 assesses the likelihood of significant environmental effects arising from the Draft
Hallow Neighbourhood Plan in its current form.

In general, the policies and proposed allocation in the Draft Hallow Neighbourhood Plan are
in-line with the strategy of the adopted SWDP, which has been subject to a Sustainability
Appraisal incorporating a Strategic Environmental Assessment.

The policies of the Draft Hallow Neighbourhood Plan seek to avoid or minimise
environmental effects through the provision of guidance on issues which are specific to the
neighbourhood area. It is therefore likely that the Draft Hallow Neighbourhood Plan will have,
both directly and indirectly, a positive environmental impact rather than negative, by setting
out guidance addressing how developers can minimise impacts on a number of
environmental receptors. However, the emerging plan identifies a potential housing
allocation which, whilst adjacent to a SWDP allocation, was not featured in SWDP
assessments, and hence the likelihood of it having a significant environmental impact if
included in the adopted neighbourhood plan has not been examined.
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Pending the responses of the consultation and the formal views of the statutory
environmental bodies, the Draft Hallow Neighbourhood Plan may require a full Strategic
Environmental Assessment.

18



3. HRA SCREENING

3.1 HRA SCREENING ASSESSMENT

There are no internationally designated wildlife sites within the Hallow Neighbourhood Area.
For the purposes of this screening assessment, sites that fall within a 20km radius are also
considered. There are two sites identified within this range — Lyppard Grange SAC and
Bredon Hill SAC which are approximately 5km east and 20km south-east of the Hallow
Neighbourhood Area respectively.

Lyppard Grange Ponds SAC is located on the eastern outskirts of Worcester, situated
amongst a recent housing development on former pastoral farmland. The site comprises two
ponds in an area of grassland and scrub (public open space). The site provides habitat for
Great Crested Newts Triturus Cristatus, which are dependant on both the existing terrestrial
habitat (to provide foraging areas and refuge) and on the aquatic habitat (for breeding).

Bredon Hill SAC is an area of pasture woodland and ancient parkland situated approximately
4.5km south-west of Evesham. The site provides habitat for the Violet Click Beetle
Limoniscus Violaceus, which develops in the decaying wood either of very large, old hollow
beech trees (Windsor Forest) or ash trees (Worcestershire and Gloucestershire border
sites). Currently the key site attributes which Natural England understands the species to
require is related to the abundance and condition of the ancient trees on the designated site
within which it develops.

The potential impact of development on these sites was examined by a full HRA as part of
the production of the South Worcestershire Development Plan (SWDP). The HRA screening
of the SWDP concluded that there was uncertainty with regard to the potential for significant
effects on two sites as a result of increased disturbance, in particular due to increased
recreational activity. Concerns were raised specifically relating to the Lyppard Grange SAC
and the potential impact of proposed development on water levels and quality.

As a result of the concerns raised, a full Appropriate Assessment (AA) was conducted (this
can be viewed on the SWDP website — http://www.swdevelopmentplan.org. The AA
concluded that the policies of the SWDP (including land allocations) were not likely to have
adverse effects on the integrity of Lyppard Grange SAC or Bredon Hill SAC. In addressing
concerns relating to possible increased disturbance at the SACs, it was concluded that the
location of the sites in relation to proposed developments and also the availability of more
suitable areas of open space for recreation in close proximity would keep potential impacts
to a minimum. It was also considered that the policies of the SWDP would sufficiently
mitigate the potential impact of proposed developments on the water environment, leading to
minimal effect on the SAC sites.

The policies in the draft Hallow Neighbourhood Plan are considered to be in general
conformity with the SWDP, and although the draft Plan does propose an additional land
allocation over and above that in the SWDP, the scale of such allocation is considered small
enough not to have an impact on any internationally designated wildlife sites. With this and
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the SWDP AA in mind, it is considered that the draft Hallow Neighbourhood Plan will have
no negative impact on internationally designated wildlife sites.

3.2 HRA SCREENING OPINION

As a result of the above assessment, it is considered that the policies of the draft Hallow
Neighbourhood Plan are in general conformity with those contained in the SWDP. Although
the draft Hallow Neighbourhood Plan does deviate from the land allocations contained within
the SWDP, the level of such allocations are considered small enough not to have an impact
on internationally designated wildlife sites. It is therefore concluded that the draft Hallow
Neighbourhood Plan is unlikely to have a negative impact on any internationally designated
wildlife sites and as such, the recommendation is made that a full AA is not required.

20



4. CONCLUSIONS

The preceding assessment exercises have examined whether the draft Hallow
Neighbourhood Plan is likely to require a full Strategic Environmental Assessment or a
Habitats Regulation Assessment Appropriate Assessment.

The SEA screening exercise featured in Section 2 concludes that the draft Hallow
Neighbourhood Plan may require a full Strategic Environmental Assessment to be
undertaken. This is because the Neighbourhood Plan proposes a land allocation for
development adjacent to an existing allocation in the SWDP.

The HRA screening exercise featured in Section 3 concludes that the draft Hallow
Neighbourhood Plan does not require a full Habitats Regulation Assessment Appropriate
Assessment to be undertaken. There are no internationally designated wildlife sites within
the Hallow Neighbourhood Area, with Lyppard Grange SAC and Bredon Hill SAC falling
within a 20km radius. The impact on these sites as a result of the land allocations contained
within the SWDP has been assessed in the SWDP HRA AA, and although the draft Hallow
Neighbourhood Plan does deviate, the level of such allocations are considered small enough
to conclude that it is unlikely to have a negative impact on any internationally designated
wildlife sites and as such, the recommendation is made that a full AA is not required.

Both of the above mentioned recommendations are subject to consultation with the statutory
environmental bodies (i.e. the Environment Agency, Historic England and Natural England)
before a formal decision is made on the requirement of a full SEA and HRA AA.

The five week consultation period runs from Monday 24 February until 5pm on Monday 30
March 2020, with a determination made on the requirement of a full SEA and HRA AA
thereafter.
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